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Teamsters Local 710 member Ralph Lendi has driven 
for UPS for nearly 45 years as a UPS Circle of Honor 
Safe Driver, on top of which he is also free of personal 
injury. He is a recipient of the 2015 National Safety 
Council (NSC) Joseph M. Kaplan Safe Drivers of the Year 
Award. Lendi was celebrated on UPS Founders Day last 
Friday at the UPS CACH facility in Hodgkins, Ill.

This prestigious award recognizes drivers throughout 
the country who have driven a substantial number of 
miles over their career without a preventable accident. 
He is one of six drivers to be honored at a ceremony 
during the NSC Expo in Atlanta later this month. 

Lendi has done just that for over four decades, 
impressively logging over seven million miles driven. 
To put that in perspective, that’s like traveling to and 
from the moon almost 30 times. His routes take him on 
Interstate 65, which is noted as a very dangerous road 
to drive in the U.S. He typically makes runs to and from 
the UPS CACH facility and Seymour in southern Indiana 
or even Louisville, Ky. Lendi is certified to drive triple 
trailers as well. Through harsh weather, long distances 
and hazardous roads, Lendi continues to drive with the 
utmost attention to safety and a great attitude.

Division Manager Tony Menolascino and Manager 
Roberto Caballero presented Lendi with a letter of 
congratulations from UPS CEO David Abney, speaking on 
his incredible accomplishment. “There’s nobody more 
positive than Ralph,” said Caballero. “He never has a 
bad day and has a strong ‘get it done’ attitude. We’re 
extremely proud to say that Ralph drives for UPS.”

As an incredibly safe driver, Lendi serves as an 
inspirational mentor to any UPS driver who meets 
him. Local 710 Business Agent Mike Lonero is not 
only Lendi’s agent but also trained with him while he 
himself was a driver at CACH. “Ralph was an amazing 
mentor,” said Lonero. “I learned so much from him and 
his impressive work ethic. He’s always focused on the 
job but also has fun, like keeping a nice supply of candy 
in his truck at all times to share.”

The UPS Chicago Area Consolidation Hub (CACH) 
located in Hodgkins, Ill. processes an average of 1.6 
million packages every day, increasing to over three 
million packages per day during peak season. This 
amounts to nearly 2,000 tractors pulling approximately 
3,500 trailers processed each day. The facility itself 
covers 80 acres of paved area with a 1.5 million square-
foot footprint, 126 unloading bay doors and 1,054 
loading bay doors.
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